
 

The Ultimate HVAC Buying Guide for 
DFW Homes 
A step-by-step guide to choosing the right heating & cooling system for your 
home. 

Introduction 
Choosing the right HVAC system for your Dallas-Fort Worth DFW home is a 
crucial decision that impacts your comfort and budget. This guide will walk you 
through the process, from assessing your needs to making an informed purchase. 

Step 1 Assess Your Needs 
Before diving into specific HVAC systems, it's important to understand your 
home's unique needs: 
 

● Home Size and Layout: Measure your home's square footage and consider 
the layout. Multi-story homes or homes with poor insulation may require 
more powerful systems. 

● Climate Considerations: DFW's hot summers and mild winters necessitate 
a system that can handle both efficiently. 

● Energy Efficiency Goals: Consider how much you're willing to invest 
upfront for energy-efficient models that save on long-term costs. 

● Budget: Determine a realistic budget range for your new HVAC system. 



Step 2 Understand HVAC System Types 
There are several types of HVAC systems to consider: 
 

● Central Air Conditioning and Furnace: The most common type, providing 
both heating and cooling through a duct system. 

● Heat Pumps: An efficient option that transfers heat in or out of your home 
depending on the season. 

● Ductless Mini-Splits: Ideal for homes without ductwork or for zoning 
specific areas. 
 

System Type Best For Energy Efficiency 

Central AC + 
Furnace 

Whole-home comfort, reliable 
heating 

SEER 1426, AFUE 
8098% 

Heat Pump Efficient heating & cooling in mild 
winters 

SEER 1524, HSPF 
810 

Ductless 
Mini-Split 

Older homes, room additions, 
zoned cooling 

SEER 2030, HSPF 
1013 

Hybrid System Homes needing gas backup for 
extreme cold 

SEER 1622, AFUE 
8598% 

🔹 Higher SEER = Lower energy bills. 
🔹 HSPF measures heating efficiency for heat pumps. 
🔹 AFUE measures furnace fuel efficiency. 

Step 3 Research and Compare Systems 
Do some research on different brands and models. Consider the following factors: 
 

● SEER Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio): Higher SEER ratings indicate 
greater cooling efficiency. 

● AFUE Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency): Higher AFUE ratings indicate 
greater heating efficiency. 

● Warranty: Look for systems with comprehensive warranties. 



Step 4 Get Multiple Quotes 
It's advisable to get quotes from at least three different HVAC contractors. Be sure 
to ask about: 
 

● Installation Costs: Including any ductwork or modifications. 
● Energy Efficiency Estimates: How much you can expect to save on utility 

bills. 
● Maintenance Plans: Options for ongoing maintenance and service. 

 
Consider Costs & Rebates 
💰 Upfront Costs: 

● Basic systems: $5,000 - $7,500 
● High-efficiency models: $8,000 - $15,000 
● Ductless mini-splits (per unit): $3,000 - $10,000 

📌 Rebates & Tax Credits: 
● Oncor Energy Rebates – Offers cash back for high-efficiency AC 

installations. 
● Federal Tax Credits – Up to $2,000 in credits for energy-efficient HVAC 

upgrades. 
● Texas Energy Programs – Some utility companies offer smart thermostat & 

HVAC rebates. 

Step 5 Choose a Reputable Contractor 
Selecting a reliable and experienced contractor is just as important as choosing 
the right system. Consider these factors when choosing a contractor: 
 

● Licensing and Insurance: Make sure the contractor is licensed and insured 
in your area. 

● Reviews and Testimonials: Check online reviews and ask for references 
from previous clients. 

● Experience: Look for a contractor with experience installing the type of 
system you're considering. 



Step 6 Schedule Installation and Follow-Up 
Once you've chosen a system and contractor, schedule the installation. After 
installation, make sure to: 
 

● Get a Walkthrough: Have the contractor explain the system operation and 
maintenance. 

● Keep Maintenance Records: Keep track of maintenance and service to 
maintain your warranty. 

Step 7 Maintenance and Care 
Regular maintenance is key to keeping your HVAC system running efficiently: 
 

● Change Filters Regularly: Dirty filters reduce efficiency and can damage 
your system. 

● Schedule Annual Checkups: Have a professional inspect your system 
annually. 

● Keep Outdoor Unit Clear: Remove any debris around the outdoor unit to 
ensure proper airflow. 

 
Choosing the right HVAC system doesn't have to be overwhelming. Following this 
guide and doing your due diligence will help you make the best decision for your 
DFW home. 
 
At Green Attics, we help homeowners select, install, and maintain high-efficiency 
HVAC systems tailored to their specific needs. Contact us today to get started! 

https://greenatticstx.com/contact-us/
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